Thank goodness for Tunisia

By 1982, the PGA European Tour
|'||.1d {'ut.lhlish{'d |h.{'||' with a eredible
identity as the third rour in the world
behind [obviously) the PGA Tour
and the Japan Tour. For the record,
the schedule was to offer 26 events
with total prize money of £1.855
million,

Bur Tunisia?

That was close, but not actually a

part of Europe. The geography

early a quarier-century
Nagu I took a call from my

then-counterpart at the
British PGA, Colin Snape.

Snape was a matter-of-Fact guy and
e quickly came o the point. *Ken,
do you think you eould ger the tour
pros to play for official Order of
Ment points in Tunisia?®

“Let me think on that one,” or
words to that effect, was my reply.
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apru_'.'l.r{'d wroag, But
witin, everything clse
was right, The date
was nor conflicting
{vou could and we
did play any winter
week in north
Africa); the venue
wis excellent: the
prize money of
L0000 easily would
be the biggest available before the
tonr wauld reach the Bransh lzles in
mid-May. Also it would be a fall-
field event.

Why should the darned
geography beat us, [ thoughe?
Where did the European Tour
membership come from? Answer:
from 25 or more countries arownd
the glabe = always had, and seill
docs roday. Right, I thoughe, I'll put
the deal to the players and ask them
if they wanted to rule it out on pure
j.;{'l:r_uuph}' or rule it in on the basis
that it reflecred the internagional
membership,

We know today the players voted
the right way.

Alrthough it would be artractive for
mee tor say that of course | knew this
decision would lead to Morocco
joining {with £165,000 prize money)
in 1987, and pur the European Tour
in position o say ves to the Dabai
Deserr Classic by 1989 with a then-
whopping purse of £250,000, it
would be wrong,

Unguestionably, going eo Dubai led
to the oppormanity o play in Asia for
the first time in 1992 wath the prize
moncy stakes raised to £500,000 by
the Johnnie Walker Classic. We could
not, and did not, understand dhe
amazing consequence of thar early
decision.

In 1982, we were searching for a
sporting decision when the sporting
wonrld was a Wery different |:-|;1|.'|:.

When the Evropean Tour played in
Berlin, we did =0 behind the YWall ac
the American armed foroes” golf

course! Yes,
communism was still
rife and the idea that
we could have played
in Moscow, Warsaw
and Prague remained
fanciful. Mo, we were
nat bright enough in
1982 wo think that
within roughly 20
years or so the
I:.I:II.'\IHFE':I:IE Toar™s international
schedule would take up o six of its
very best evenes to the People's
Republic of China,

Come oo think of i, all we did in
taking in the Tunisian Open was to
apply a business solution 1o a
business proposition. Thank
poodness we did so, and followed in
the footsteps of the Scotch Whiskey
imdustry, which happily did not make
it mandatory to ravel to the land of
[RES 'prm.h.n.‘vu 147 |.':||.il:r:.' 1 prc- OF paost-
round “nip!™ Or Henry Ford, who
quickly realized that people outside
Detroit and the 1.5, might want to
buy his motor car. Today even my
beloved Volvo is under Ford's
ownership. Best of all, perhaps, is 1o
assure my home-based ULS, friends
thae, the last timee [ checked,
American Express cards were
n;.:.,:n:'rll:l.'n:l in Tunisia!

And the implications for European
Tour players?

Well, in 2006 chey will have more
opportunity (to play) and more
incentive (prize money]) than their
predecessors enpoyed 25 vears ago.
Acrmually, there are neary double the
number of events and aboue 40 times
the prize money. Yes, the might of
the MGA Tour can still trump these
sums but not our colleagues in
Japan, who largely have stayved
within their own geographical
t'?::ll.'ll'ldu'lrl.l.'ﬁ. ?\{il.:-'.lﬂ.' WL “'l'rfl:lll aLF
stupid afrer allf
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Come to think of it, all we did in
taking in the Tunisian Open was
to apply a business solution
to a business proposition.



